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SUBJECT: LABOR: MEETING WITH SECRETARY GENERAL GREEK MINISTRY OF LABO 
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1. POLITICAL COUNSELOR AND LABOR REPORTING OFFICER MADE 
COURTESY CALL MAY 16 ON SECRETARY GENERAL OF MINISTRY OF LABOR, 
CONSTANTINE MALATESTAS. POLITICAL COUNSELOR EXPLAINED HE NEWLY 
ARRIVED IN GREECE AND WISHED CALL ON MALATESTAS IN VIEW OF THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF HIS SECTION IN THE EMBASSY FOR REPORTING ON 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LABOR FIELD. MALATESTAS EXPRESSED PLEASURE 
AT VISIT AND ASSERTED HOPE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN MINISTRY AND 
EMBASSY WOULD BE CLOSE IN FUTURE. 

2. IN COURSE GENERAL DISCUSSION LABOR SITUATION GREECE, 

MALATESTAS EXPLAINED PROGRAM WHICH GOVERNMENT HAD UNDERTAKEN 
IN LABOR SECTOR SINCE RETURN OF CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT IN 

JULY 1974, INCLUDING, INTER ALIA, APPOINTMENT OF TEMPORARY 
ADMINISTRATORS IN NATION S LABOR CENTERS, FEDERATIONS AND 
CONFEDERATIONS. HE STRESSED KEEN INTERESTOF GOVERNMENT IN 
FINDING CORRECT METHOD TO EFFECT TRANSITION IN LABOR SECTOR 
FROM ILITARY DICTATORSHIP TO FUNCTIONING DEMOCRACY. HE 
INDICATED THAT PLANNED HOLDING OF ELECTIONS AT VARIOUS TRADE UNION 
ORGANIZATION LEVELS LIKELY TO BE DELAYED FOR SOME TIME. 
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3. THEN ASKED ABOUT ROLE AND STRENGTH OF THE LEFT IN GREEK 
LABOR MOVEMENT, MALATESTAS ACKNOWLEDGED IT WAS FACTOR TO BE 
CONSIDERED BUT THAT HE CONFIDENT THE GOVERNMENT COULD DEAL WITH 
IT EFFECTIVELY, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF BASICALLY CONSERVATIVE 
ORIENTATION OF MAJORITY OF GREEK WORKERS. HE REMARKED THAT 
COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION IN LABOR SECTOR WAS NATURAL 
CONSEQUENCE OF GOVERNMENT'SDECISION TO LEGALIZE COMMUNIST 
PARTY AND THAT IT WAS PRICE GREECE HAD TO PAY FOR RETURN TO 

FULL DEMOCRACY. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT COMMUNISTS HAD CADRE 
OF TRAINED AND SKILLED LEADERS TO PUT INTO GREEK TRADE UNION 
MOVEMENT BUT WAS NONFTHF.LLF.SS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

4. MALATESTAS EXPRESSED GOVERNMENT'S KEEN INTERESTIN MAIN- 
TAINING GOOD RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 
AND WITH LABOR ORGANIZATIONS IN OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES. HE 
UNDERLINED GOVERNMENT DESIRE TO SEE GOOD RELATIONS REESTABLISHED 
BWTWEEN AMERICAN LABOR ORGANIZATIONS AND GREEK COUNTERPARTS. 

IN THIS CONNECTION HE SAID VISITS OF U.S. TRADE UNION OFFICIALS 

TO GREECE WOULD BE WELCOMED. 

KUBISCH 
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